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Board News  

Upcoming Regular Meetings: December 17th, 7pm &  January 21st, 7pm at the Colony Clubhouse. 
Remember to check the web site; meeting dates are subject to change.  Board meetings are open to all homeowners. 
Please check the agenda and come early to sign up if you wish to speak at the open forum. Your input is valued. 

Meeting agendas and approved minutes can be found on the  Colony web page at www.colonyirvine.com 
Click on About Us then Board/Meetings tab.  They are also posted on the Clubhouse information board. Agendas are 
posted four days prior to board meetings. 

2015 Budget:  The board approved a budget for the Colony Homeowners Association 2015 fiscal year. The 
assessments for the year will remain the same at $165.00 per quarter. The budget packets have already  been sent to 
each homeowner.  

Replacement light pole:  Comet Lighting was selected to replace the light pole that was damaged and corroded in the 
park area.   

Tree Trimming : The board approved costs for trimming the three large Silk Oak trees inside and outside the pool area 
and one in Colony Park.  

The November meeting could not be called to order due to lack of a quorum.   

 

 
Breakfast with Santa 

Bring your family down to the Colony Clubhouse on Saturday, December 13 
and enjoy a pancake breakfast and visit with 
Santa. There will be crafts, food and lots of 
fun!  

 When: Saturday December 13, 2014 

 Time: 10 am-12 noon 

 Where: Colony Clubhouse  
 
Students - need Community Service Hours? 
Volunteers  are needed to help set up, clean 
up and assist during the event. 
Please contact Eliza at 
colonyrecreation@gmail.com to help. 
Adult volunteers always needed and 
welcomed too! 

JANUARY ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE MEETING MOVED 
 
Regular ARC meetings are held monthly on the first Thursday of each 
month.  For January 2015 the 1st Thursday of the month is New Years Day.  So that  
everyone may enjoy New Years Day the meeting is being moved to January 8th 
2015.  The time will remain the same starting at 7:00 PM.  Happy New Year!! 

http://www.colonyirvine.com
http://www.colonyirvine.com/
mailto:colonyrecreation@gmail.com
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Tennis Committee  
 

Remember tennis court reservations   
are online.   HoldMyCourt.com at 
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/
colonyclub  
Please register and try it out - 

   the club code is 3611. 

Colony’s New Community Service Manager  
 

The Colony has a new Community Service Manager at 
Accell Property Management. Please welcome Alyse 
Hendrick our new Community Service Manager. She 
will be working closely with and supporting our Proper-
ty Manager, Jennifer Fontana to manage the associa-
tion and facilities. She can be reached 
at Alyse@accellpm.com or 949.581.4988 Ext. 251.   
 
Lauren Swiderski  our previous Community Service 
Manager is still with Accell and has been promoted to a 
Property Manager.  We will miss her and wish her all 
the best in her new position.   
The Management and Billing page of our website has 
been updated to reflect this change.   

Colony Honey-Do List 
 
By Myra Radlow 
 

One of the most rewarding things you can do is to do 
something yourself.  DIY is trending now, but to our an-
cestors, it was simply called making or repairing what 
you needed. 

Whether you are doing a DIY project for fun or out of 
necessity, here are some local resources that might help 
you out.  They each have their own rules about costs and 
due date for returning borrowed items – be sure to un-
derstand the different policies before borrowing! 

Home Depot will rent many types of tools for the 
home DIYer.  The store at 6200 Irvine Blvd (at Sand Can-
yon) has a larger selection of items for rent than the 
store in the Marketplace.  Items for rent include:  all 
sorts of saws, large and small drills, drain cleaners (aka 
rooters), paint sprayers, soil tillers, floor sanders and pol-
ishers, many types of ladders, and much more, plus a flat
-bed truck to take it home in. 

Pep Boys will rent tools for regular auto maintenance 
and repair, but no jacks, stands, or lifts. 

Auto Zone will rent specialty tools for jobs involving 
exhaust, brake, fuel, and cooling systems; steering and 
suspension; transmission; pullers; air conditioning; 
torque wrenches; engine service; drive train; driver sets; 
as well as diagnostic tools.  Go to the Santa Ana store 
(430 W. 17th, just south of the I-5 freeway) for more in-
formation. 

O’Reilly Auto Parts (15315 Culver Drive, at the inter-
section with Irvine Center Drive) also rents tools and will 
test your car battery for free.  The tools they rent can be 
used for various jobs including:  drive train, engine ser-
vice, steering and suspension, brake services, torque, 
cooling and exhaust systems, air conditioning, driver set, 
and diagnostic tools. 

If you are working on a specific or collectable car, 
there may be a local club for that type of car that can be 
of assistance to you.  The Internet can help you find a 
local club. 

Another resource is the newly opened Urban Work-
shop (UrbanWorkshop.net) on Gillette in Irvine.  This is a 
space devoted to assisting DIYers to be able to work on 
their projects.  The facility is ready to help members and 
non-members to work on a variety of engineering and 
design projects, as well as welding and wood working 
projects.  Much more information can be found on their 
web page.   

And you can most likely find a YouTube video to show 
you how to do a particular repair to your home or car if 
you need any additional help.  Good luck and have fun! 

Community Events 
Irvine High Performing Arts 

Irvine High Choral Music 

Holiday Concert 
December 11 & 12 
7:00 pm 
IHS Theater 

Irvine High Instrumental 
Music 

Winter Holiday Concert 
Wednesday, December 17th  
6:30 pm 
IHS Theater 

 
Jazzy Holiday Concert 
Thursday, December 18th  
6:30 pm 
IHS Theater 

Instrumental Concert Tickets 
Adults $5  

Students/children - Free 

http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub
mailto:Alyse@accellpm.com
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“Being a Good Neighbor” 
By Eileen Tsai 

This holiday season makes me think of ways to pro-
mote peace and joy in our own neighborhood.  The Archi-
tectural Guidelines are one means.  It lists specific guid-
ance on our expectations of homeowners in maintaining 
or improving the exterior appearance of their homes and 
landscaping for our mutual enjoyment, and provides a 
process for resolving failures to keep up with mainte-
nance. 

The guidelines also discuss how long Christmas lights, 
charitable donations of furniture and clothes, toys, basket-
ball backboards, trashcans and other items may be left 
outside – as noted in the last ARC column.  These things 
often irritate neighbors when left out too long as they are 
unsightly to potential buyers or visiting friends and family.  
Please be a good neighbor and put things inside or move 
behind side gates as soon as possible.  I also pick up old 
newspapers and cigarette butts whenever I see them. 

Beyond that, there are ways of being neighborly that 
won’t offend most people and can reap great benefits if 
troublesome issues come up.  When my neighbors are not 
in a rush going in or out, I like to wave, smile and say hello, 
or go over to chat for a few minutes.   

Sometimes I find out about issues between neighbors 
such as broken fences, overgrown trees, crowded parking 
on streets, and occasional noisy parties.  The Architectural 
Review Committee does not get involved in any of these 
neighbor-to-neighbor issues, but here are some sugges-
tions to hopefully help resolve them peacefully. 

The first thing to do is to talk directly with the neigh-
bor.  Actually, before that, I would write down or rehearse 
what I want to tell the neighbor before going over.   
Choose a good time when you feel calm and know the 
neighbor is home and not in a rush. 

I know some people are not comfortable talking with 
people they don’t know.  That is why it is so important to 
open a channel of communication by saying hi, smiling 
and making eye contact.  It is polite to introduce yourself 
and ask how to call your neighbors – and best to do so 
before any problem comes up.  I like to find something I 
can admire about the house or yard and point it out on 
first contact.  That establishes your good intentions and 
signals that you want to be a good neighbor, too. 

If you are not comfortable talking in English (and we 
have many neighbors whose first language is not English), 
then drop a friendly note under the front doormat.  Just a 
short note to say hi, I just wanted to introduce myself, my 
name is ___ and I am your neighbor at ___.  You can add 
your spouse and children’s names, even your dog or cat if 
you like.   

If you find something to admire, you can add that to 

your note – something like I really like the orange rose-
bush – what’s the flower name?  Or, we are thinking of 
replacing our windows and I like yours – who is the manu-
facturer and model?  Or I am looking for a new gardener, 
can you recommend anyone?  Anything you can do to en-
courage your neighbor to respond will help open a dia-
logue between the two homes.  If something major comes 
later, like replacing the fence, it will be much easier to 
work together. 

One hint – if you leave a written note for your neigh-
bor, either a friendly note like above, or a serious note 
about replacing a fence, or a complaint about overgrown 
plants, etc… add a date, sign (even casually) and make a 
copy.  Then, if things don’t go well, and it escalates to a 
legal issue, then you will have documentation of your 
efforts to contact your neighbor to resolve the issue plus a 
timetable. 

Regarding fences – ideally, one neighbor will approach 
another with brochures, possible 
timetables and multiple options as 
to material, style, color and cost.  
Both sides should discuss and 
agree on everything before work 
gets started.  Usually one neighbor 
hires the fence installer and ob-
tains the materials but each side 
pays half the cost.  There should 
be a written contract specifying who does what and when, 
and how much each neighbor agrees to pay.  If a home-
owner just tells the neighbor that a fence is going up with-
out giving the neighbor any say in the type of material, 
style, color, cost, installer used or timing, then the neigh-
bor has no obligation to pay as the neighbor was not a 
party to the fence contract and there is no enforceable 
agreement between the neighbors.  

For myself, I had two fences put up with no problems 
at all because I talked to my neighbors first and we agreed 
before any work was done.  For one fence, I paid for the 
materials while my handyman neighbor did the installa-
tion.  The other fence was installed by my contractor and 
included replacing a broken side gate for my neighbor.  I 
offered to absorb two-thirds the cost as the fence style, 
installation and timing was at my convenience.  To my de-
light, the neighbor eventually ended up paying half any-
way.  Of course, it helped that I didn’t care that my 3 fenc-
es don’t match (the third side is a block wall).  I figured my 
plants will hide the different fence styles which are all 
painted white. 

I like my immediate neighbors and extended neighbor-
hood too, but I also consciously work hard at being a good 
neighbor.  Doing unto others…really applies to being a 
good neighbor.  Happy Holidays! 
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Do you have an item of general interest 
for the Colonist? Please submit your article 

to 
 colonistnewsletter@gmail.com 

for consideration in upcoming newsletters.  
The deadline is January, 19, 2015 

Comments and suggestions are welcome! 

Community Phone Numbers  
Government 
Animal Control ························· 949-724-7740 
City of Irvine ····························· 949-724-6000 
Graffiti Hotline  ························· 949-724-7196  
Hazardous Waste Center ········· 714-834-4000 
Heritage Library  ······················ 949-936-4040 
Irvine Unified School District  ··· 949-936-5000  
O.C. Fire Authority (business calls) 
  ················································ 714-573-6000 
Outdoor Pests, OC Vector Control   
  ·····································   714-971-2421 x120  
Police (administrative)  ············ 949-724-7000 
Public Works····························· 949-724-7511 
Recycling Information ·············· 949-724-7669  

 
Utilities 
Waste Management  ··············· 949-642-1191 
Irvine Ranch Water District  ····· 949-453-5300 
Southern California Edison  ······ 800-990-7788  
Street Lights  ···························· 800-655-4555  
(Menu: 1 "power outage info" 3 other outage 
3"street lights") 
The Gas Company ···················· 949-427-2200  
Cox Communications ················ 949-249-1212 
 

Other: 
Shopping Cart Pickup, Any Store 
  ················································ 800-252-4613  
Walnut Shopping Center Security  
    ··············································· 714-532-3152  
Pool Maintenance, Aqua-Tek 
 contact Accell (see calendar page for info) 
Sprinklers, Douglas Landscape 
  contact Accell (see calendar page for info)  

Colony Classifieds 

Pet sitter: Going away on vacation? Need someone to feed your pets or 
walk your dog while you’re gone? I can help you if you need a pet sitter. 
My name is Adam and I am 14 years old. If you’re interested please call 
714-244-7656. 

Little Angels Family Child Care 
Managed by two sisters  Elle & Azita. Free Play,  
Creative Arts, Outside Playtime, Circle Time/ Charts, Dance & Music.  
Fist Aid/ CPR, LiC# 304206336 
Tel: 949 653 6137 
www.thelittleangelschildcare.com 

Are you a Colony Resident with something to sell or a service to offer? 

Place an ad in the Colonist. Email 
colonistnewsletter@gmail.com for more information. 

OC Great Park: Upcoming Events 

Children’s Garden Workshops 
Sunday, December 21 & Sunday, January 18 
Time(s): 11:00 am - 1:00 pm  
Location: Farm + Food Lab | Map & Directions  
Free, Ages 3-9 
This monthly workshop series is a fun and engaging interactive learning experi-
ence that brings to life the natural wonders of the Garden.  
Garden Beats 
Sunday, December 28 
Time(s): 2:00 am - 3:00 pm  
Location: Farm + Food Lab | Map & Directions  
Free  
This hands-on, family friendly, entry-level percussion learning experience is a 
great way to learn how to connect and communicate through the universal lan-
guage of rhythm and rhyme.   
Story Time In The Garden 
Sunday, January 4 
Time(s): 10:00 am - 11:00 am  
Location: Farm + Food Lab | Map & Directions  
Free  
Reoccurring 1st Sunday of every month. A fun-filled enchanting hour of food 
related stories, songs, games and activities designed to help kids build a strong 
language, literacy and life-long healthy eating habits.  
Garden Workshops 
Saturday, January 10- Cool Gardening 
Saturday, January 31- Avocado Health and Pruning 
Time(s): 10:00 am - 11:00 am  
Location: Farm + Food Lab | Map & Directions  
Free  
Seasoned Chefs Culinary Workshop: Chef Tom Helspert 
Saturday, January 17 
Time(s): 10:00 am - 11:00 am  
Location: Farm + Food Lab | Map & Directions  
Free Ages 16+.   
Chef Tom Helspert will demonstrate how to process, procure and preserve all 
portions of a duck for winter. He will also give information on where to find 
choose and purchase local sustainable and humanely raised birds. 

mailto:colonistnewsletter@gmail.com
tel:714-244-7656
http://www.thelittleangelschildcare.com/
mailto:colonistnewsletter@gmail.com


Clubhouse Reservations  
Planning a party or event?  

Reservations are easy  to make! 
Email: goaccell@accellpm.com  

or call: Alyse Hendrick  
Community Service Manager 

949.581.4988 Ext. 251  Fax 949.581.9785  

alyse@accellpm.com  

Accell Property Management  
Jennifer Fontana jenniferf@accellpm.com  
23046 Avenida de la Carlota,  Suite 700 Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
 

Office: 949-581-4988  Ext. 232 Fax : 949-581-9785 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Sat-Sun Closed For after hours emergencies call 949-361-3290 

 DECEMBER 2014  

JANUARY 2015  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 ARC Meeting  

7:00  PM Clubhouse 

5 6 

7 8 9 10 11  
 

Street sweeping 

12 13 Breakfast 

with Santa 10:00am 
Clubhouse 

14  15 
 
 

16 17  
           BOD Meeting  

7:00  PM Clubhouse 

17 
 

19 20 

21 22 23 24  25 

Christmas Day 

26  27 

28  29 30 
 

31   
 
 

 
 
 

  
           

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
  

  
 

  1  
New Years Day 

2 3 

4 
        

5 6 7 8  
        ARC Meeting  

7:00  PM Clubhouse 

9 10  

11 12 13 
 
 

14  15 
Street sweeping 

16  
 

17  

18 19 20 21  
        BOD Meeting  

7:00  PM Clubhouse 

22 
 

23 24  

25     
             

26 27  28  29 
 
 

30 31 

mailto:goaccell@accellpm.com
mailto:alyse@accellpm.com
mailto:Alyse@accellpm.com
mailto:jenniferf@accellpm.com

